
Palm Sunday 

5th April 2020  

 

Hymn 
  

 All glory, laud and honour   

  

Opening Prayer 
  

All Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Behold your king comes to you, O Zion, 

  meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass. 

  Ride on in the cause of truth 

  and for the sake of justice. 

  Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever; 

  and the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre. 

  You have loved righteousness and hated evil. 

  Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

  with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

All    Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  

Collect 
  

  True and humble king, 

  hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

  grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

  that we may be found beside you 

  on the way of the cross,  

  which is the path of glory. 

All    Amen. 

  

Confession 
  

 Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, 

 so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 

 by his wounds we have been healed.  

 Let us confess our sins. 
  

 Lord Jesus, we know that sometimes we praise you  

 but then live as if we don’t know you. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
  

 Lord Jesus, we claim to be your loyal disciples  

 but sometimes we run away when things get hard. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All Christ have mercy. 
  



 Lord Jesus, we say we’re willing to suffer with you  

 but sometimes we don’t recognise your call to stand by you.  

 Lord, have mercy 

All Christ, have mercy 

  

Absolution 
  

 May almighty God,  

 who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,  

 bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever.  

All Amen.  

  

Reading: Psalm 118.1-2, 19-end 
  

 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his steadfast love endures for ever! 

 Let Israel say, 

    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
  

 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 

  

This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
 This is the LORD’s doing; 

    it is marvellous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 The LORD is God, 

    and he has given us light. 

 Bind the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar. 

 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God, I will extol you. 

 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

  

 

 

 

 



Reading: Matthew 21.1-11 
  

 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage,  at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 

me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs  them.” And he will send 

them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, 

saying, 

 

 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

      and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that  followed were shouting, 

 

 ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil,  

 asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying,  

 ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  
  

Hymn 
  

 Ride on, ride on in majesty 

  

Short talk 

  

Affirmation of faith 
  

 Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
All Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God,  

but made himself nothing.  

 Taking the form of a slave, he was born  

 in human likeness. 

 He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 

 even the death of the cross. 

 Therefore God has raised him on high, 

 and given him the name above every name: 

 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

 and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  

  

 

 



Prayers 
  

For the Christian community: 

 We are not people of fear: 

 we are people of courage. 

 We are not people who protect only our own safety: 

 we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 

 We are not people of greed: 

 we are people of generosity. 

 We are your people God, 

 giving and loving, 

 wherever we are, 

 whatever it costs 

 For as long as it takes 

 wherever you call us. 

All Amen 
(Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference)  

  

 For all who are affected by coronavirus, 

 through illness or isolation or anxiety, 

 that they may find relief and recovery: 

 Lord, hear us, 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 For the leaders of the nations at this time, 

 and those responsible for shaping national policies, 

 that they may make wise decisions: 

 Lord, hear us, 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 

 that through their skill and insights 

 many will be restored to health: 

 Lord, hear us, 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 

  

For carers and pharmacists,  

 for police officers and paramedics, 

 and all those charged with keeping us safe, 

 that they may be protected and strengthened: 

 Lord, hear us, 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 For the vulnerable and the fearful, 

 for the housebound and the elderly. 

 for the gravely ill and the dying, 

 that they may know your comfort and peace: 
 Lord, hear us, 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

  

 



We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 
 

 Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 

  

Hymn  
  

 Give me joy in my heart (Sing hosanna)  

  

Going out to serve God 
  

 May the Father,  

 who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

 bring us by faith to his eternal life. 

All Amen. 

  

 May Christ, 

 who accepted the cup of sacrifice  

 in obedience to the Father’s will, 

 keep us steadfast as we walk with him the way of his cross. 

All Amen. 

  

May the Spirit, 

 who strengthens us to suffer with Christ  

 that we may share his glory,  

 set our minds on life and peace. 

All Amen. 

  

 And the blessing of God almighty, 

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 be among us and remain with us always. 

All  Amen. 

  

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 

  

 


